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ago for France to institute a retention of conscripts with
the colours beyond the normal one-year term, extending
to as much as two years. Even so, the two decades
during which France's conscripts have been performing
six months, or one year, or even two years, of service
give France an immeasurably greater reserve on which to
draw at full mobilization.
German experts have calculated that France can put
into the field, within two weeks of mobilization decrees,
fully as many men as Germany to-day (1939); and those
men would be better trained, on the whole, than the
rather rushed German conscripts. Of course, this would
mean exactly double the strain on France, with only
half of Germany's present population. Moreover, the
French Navy is considerably larger than the German,
which about balances the superiority of the German Air
Force over that of France. Here it is sufficient to note
that, since in modern warfare the offensive is said to
need at least four times the man-power of the defensive
in order to break through the curtain of fire-power which
present-day weapons permit each man to unfold, neither
France nor Germany is likely to be in a position to break
through the other's defences. The outcome on the Rhine
frontier, right down from the Belgian coast to the Gap
de Belfort, which leads to the northern Swiss valley, is
almost certain to be stalemate. *
This stalemate in that theatre, however, only enhances
the decisive importance of the other strategic factors.
In these the role of Italy is likely to be crucial. Now
that Germany has no offensive to fear on her eastern
and south-eastern flank some of the thirty-four divisions
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